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Thisbook isthe most comprehensive history to appear beforethe public of the art which hasbeen so
fundamental an expression in every period of human history. It contains a discussion of the general
types and characteristics of the dance, and also deals specifically with its formsand symbolsfrom the
Stone Age through classical antiquity, the middle ages, the 18th century, and the not so distant era of
thewaltz and polka, to the 20th century.

More inclusive than any other art, the dance has been associated with every phase of human life. In relation
to their historical setting the author deals with the magic powers attributed to the dance, and such motives as
fertility, war, marriage and health. We read that the Indian divorces his wife in the dance and, when heisill,
dancesto dispel the disease; and that once in front of the Turkish soldiers sixty Greek mothers and girls
danced the old Romaiika as they threw themsel ves one after another into the abyss. The book includes
analyses of many forms of the art--sitting dances, dances of the hands, solo, group and couple dances--and a
discussion of rhythm and melody in relation to the dance.

But it is not only because of its informative character that the book is distinguished. World History of the
Dance, written with rare force and insight, communicates a feeling for its subject such asis seldom found in
works of historical research. It isthe author's understanding of the essence of the art, its exhilaration and
power to break down the distinctions of ordinary life, that makes his book so rich a contribution to the
knowledge and appreciation of the dance.
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From reader reviews:
James Hall:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive at this point, people
have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and natice simply by surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated it for awhileis
reading. Sure, by reading areserve your ability to survive increase then having chance to stay than other is
high. For you personally who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this specific World
History of the Dance (The Norton Library) book as nice and daily reading book. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Jeanie Hynes:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the title World History of the
Dance (The Norton Library) suitable to you? The particular book was written by well known writer in this
era. Typically the book untitled World History of the Dance (The Norton Library)is the main of several
books which everyone read now. This specific book was inspired alot of people in the world. When you read
this book you will enter the new age that you ever know just before. The author explained their concept in
the ssmple way, therefore all of people can easily to know the core of this guide. This book will give you a
wide range of information about this world now. So that you can see the represented of the world within this
book.

Wilda Baeza:

Reading a book for being new life style in this calendar year; every people loves to examine a book. When
you examine a book you can get awide range of benefit. When you read textbooks, you can improve your
knowledge, simply because book has alot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend
on what kinds of book that you have read. If you want to get information about your study, you can read
education books, but if you act like you want to entertain yourself you can read afiction books, these us
novel, comics, as well as soon. The World History of the Dance (The Norton Library) provide you with new
experience in reading through a book.

James Coles:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you could
haveit in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This specific World History of the Dance (The Norton
Library) can give you alot of buddies because by you checking out this one book you have point that they
don't and make you more like an interesting person. That book can be one of one step for you to get success.
This publication offer you information that maybe your friend doesn't understand, by knowing more than
different make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? L et us have World History of the Dance (The
Norton Library).
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