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How have the Jews survived? For millennia, they have defied odds by overcoming the travails of exile,
persecution, and recurring plans for their annihilation. Many have attempted to explain this singular success
asaresult of divine intervention. In this engaging book, David N. Myers charts the long journey of the Jews
through history. At the same time, it points to two unlikely-and decidedly this-worldly--factors to explain the
survival of the Jews:. antisemitism and assimilation. Usually regarded as grave dangers, these two factors
have continually interacted with one other to enable the persistence of the Jews. At every turn in their
history, not just in the modern age, Jews have adapted to new environments, cultures, languages, and social
norms. These bountiful encounters with host societies have exercised the cultural muscle of the Jews,
preventing the atrophy that would have occurred if they had not interacted so extensively with the non-
Jewish world. It is through these encounters--indeed, through a process of assimilation--that Jews cameto
develop distinct local customs, speak many different languages, and cultivate diverse musical, culinary, and
intellectual traditions.

L eft unchecked, the Jews well-honed ability to absorb from surrounding cultures might have led to their
disappearance. And yet, the route toward full and unbridled assimilation was checked by the nearly constant
presence of hatred toward the Jew. Anti-Jewish expression and actions have regularly accompanied Jews
throughout history. Part of the ironic success of antisemitism is its malleability, its talent in assuming new
forms and portraying the Jew in diverse and often contradictory images--for example, at once the arch-
capitalist and revolutionary Communist. Antisemitism not only served to blunt further assimilation, but, in a
paradoxical twist, affirmed the Jew's sense of difference from the host society. And thus together
assimilation and antisemitism (at least up to a certain limit) contribute to the survival of the Jews as a highly
adaptable and yet distinct group.
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From reader reviews:
Leonard Vega:

Here thing why this Jewish History: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) are different and
reliable to be yours. First of all examining abook is good however it dependsin the content than it whichis
the content is astasty as food or not. Jewish History: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions)
giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any reserve out there but there is no guide that
similar with Jewish History: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions). It gives you thrill reading
journey, its open up your eyes about the thing that happened in the world which is maybe can be happened
around you. Y ou can easily bring everywhere like in park, café, or even in your method home by train. If you
are having difficultiesin bringing the branded book maybe the form of Jewish History: A Very Short
Introduction (Very Short Introductions) in e-book can be your option.

Julie Slocum:

Reading a publication can be one of alot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book therefore. There are alot of reasons why people enjoy it. First reading a e-book will give you alot of
new information. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of numerous
ways to share the information or even their idea. Second, reading a book will make a person more
imaginative. When you examining a book especially fictional works book the author will bring you to
definitely imagine the story how the personas do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some
others. When you read this Jewish History: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions), you may
tells your family, friends as well as soon about yours reserve. Y our knowledge can inspire the others, make
them reading areserve.

Ethel Springer:

This Jewish History: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) is great e-book for you because
the content which is full of information for you who all always deal with world and also have to make
decision every minute. Thiskind of book reveal it info accurately using great coordinate word or we can
point out no rambling sentencesinsideit. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole info in it.
Doesn't mean it only gives you straight forward sentences but hard core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having Jewish History: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) in your hand like
keeping the world in your arm, detailsin it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book that offer you
world within ten or fifteen small right but this reserve already do that. So, thisis good reading book. Hey
Mr. and Mrs. occupied do you still doubt that will?

Joseph Gabrid:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. Y ou can get it by online on social media. Y ou can choose the
very best book for you, science, comedy, novel, or whatever by means of searching from it. It is named of



book Jewish History: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions). Contain your knowledge by it.
Without making the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is
most essential that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one place to other place.
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