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Following the hapless Hampton Court Conference, little groups of English Christians ("Separatists") began
to break away from the established church. As early as 1606, one group, led by John Smyth, migrated to
Holland. Prominent among them was Thomas Helwys. In 1611/1612, Helwys and others returned home
where they founded at Spitalfield the first General Baptist congregation in England. Helwys had with him a
manuscript entitled "A Short Declaration of the Mystery of Iniquity" in which he proposed the notion of
liberty of conscience, freedom of religion. This may have been the first such declaration in English. Helwys
published the manuscript in 1612. That publication probably cost him his freedom, perhaps even his life. By
the beginning of the twentieth century, only four known copies of the book survived. Now, thanks to the
careful work of Richard Groves, Helwys's "The Mystery of Iniquity" is available in a reader-friendly edition.
Groves's introduction sets the document in context, not only as an important and influential historical event
but as shedding yet more light on whence we have come. Students, historians, Christians, Protestants,
Baptists - all for whom freedom of conscience is important will welcome this reissue in modern dress of a
religious liberty classic.
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From reader reviews:

Jaclyn Utecht:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important behave, like
looking for your favorite publication and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add
your knowledge by the guide entitled MYSTERY OF INIQUITY (Classics of Religious Liberty). Try to face
the book MYSTERY OF INIQUITY (Classics of Religious Liberty) as your buddy. It means that it can to be
your friend when you truly feel alone and beside those of course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it
is very fortuned for you. The book makes you more confidence because you can know every thing by the
book. So , let us make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

Wendell Darnell:

The book MYSTERY OF INIQUITY (Classics of Religious Liberty) gives you the sense of being enjoy for
your spare time. You need to use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can being your best friend
when you getting strain or having big problem using your subject. If you can make examining a book
MYSTERY OF INIQUITY (Classics of Religious Liberty) to become your habit, you can get a lot more
advantages, like add your current capable, increase your knowledge about some or all subjects. You may
know everything if you like open and read a publication MYSTERY OF INIQUITY (Classics of Religious
Liberty). Kinds of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other people. So , how
do you think about this guide?

Carolyn Charles:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading habit
give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge even the information inside
the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on what kind of e-book
you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you want really feel happy
read one with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. Typically the MYSTERY OF INIQUITY
(Classics of Religious Liberty) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Jason Davis:

Do you really one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't determine book by its deal with
may doesn't work this is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in
the outside look likes. Maybe you answer might be MYSTERY OF INIQUITY (Classics of Religious
Liberty) why because the fantastic cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint you.
The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Your reading 6th sense will
directly show you to pick up this book.
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