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Radical Empiricists presents a new history of criticism in the first half of the twentieth-century, against the
backdrop of the modernist crisis of meaning. Our received idea of modernist criticism is that its novelty lay
in being very empirical: critics believed in looking closely at words on the page. Such close reading has since
been easy to ridicule, but this book seeks to consider whether this is fair: have we, in the rush either to
dismiss, or even to defend, the idea of close reading, often failed to look closely at what it involves in
practice? Against this oversight, Radical Empiricists turns close reading back on itself, proposing some
innovative readings of the prose of five major modernist poet-critics: I.A. Richards, T.S. Eliot, William
Empson, R.P. Blackmur, and Marianne Moore.

The book is divided into two parts, preceded by an introduction that explores what these five writers share: a
radical self-consciousness about the key critical concept, "meaning." Part I, "How to read," considers the
prose techniques of Eliot, Richards, and Empson as they push at the boundaries of verbal analysis in other
disciplines: experimental psychology and anthropology, classical commentary, and textual criticism. Part II
introduces Blackmur and Moore, alongside Empson, and takes a more polemical look at how their critical
styles defy various modernist orthodoxies about "how not to read" (for example, that paraphrase always
destroys poetic meaning). Many of these orthodoxies remain current: re-visiting their history, and attending
to the rich detail of critical prose styles, can allow us to lift some old, unreflective constraints on our ways of
knowing about poems.
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From reader reviews:

Megan Martelli:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they are still students or it for all people in the world,
exactly what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that problem above. Every person
has distinct personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that
they don't wish do that. You must know how great and important the book Radical Empiricists: Five
Modernist Close Readers. All type of book are you able to see on many solutions. You can look for the
internet options or other social media.

Barbara Folsom:

Often the book Radical Empiricists: Five Modernist Close Readers has a lot associated with on it. So when
you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was authored by the very famous author. This
articles author makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to read you may
get the point easily after looking over this book.

Corinne Schlegel:

You may spend your free time to read this book this book. This Radical Empiricists: Five Modernist Close
Readers is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along with soon. If you
did not have much space to bring often the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you
quicker to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

June Slater:

You can get this Radical Empiricists: Five Modernist Close Readers by browse the bookstore or Mall.
Simply viewing or reviewing it can to be your solve issue if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of
this book are various. Not only by simply written or printed but also can you enjoy this book by e-book. In
the modern era like now, you just looking by your mobile phone and searching what their problem. Right
now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your guide. It is most important to arrange
you to ultimately make your knowledge are still revise. Let's try to choose proper ways for you.
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