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In mid-April 1814, the Virginia congressman John Randolph of Roanoke had reason to brood over his
family’s decline since the American Revolution. The once-sumptuous world of the Virginia gentry was
vanishing, its kinship ties crumbling along with its mansions, crushed by democratic leveling at home and a
strong federal government in Washington, D.C. Looking back in an effort to grasp the changes around him,
Randolph fixated on his stepfather and onetime guardian, St. George Tucker.

The son of a wealthy Bermuda merchant, Tucker had studied law at the College of William and Mary,
married well, and smuggled weapons and fought in the Virginia militia during the Revolution. Quickly
grasping the significant changes—political democratization, market change, and westward expansion—that
the War for Independence had brought, changes that undermined the power of the gentry, Tucker took the
atypical step of selling his plantations and urging his children to pursue careers in learned professions such as
law. Tucker’s stepson John Randolph bitterly disagreed, precipitating a painful break between the two men
that illuminates the transformations that swept Virginia in the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries.

Drawing upon an extraordinary archive of private letters, journals, and other manuscript materials, Phillip
Hamilton illustrates how two generations of a colorful and influential family adapted to social upheaval. He
finds that the Tuckers eventually rejected wider family connections and turned instead to nuclear kin. They
also abandoned the liberal principles and enlightened rationalism of the Revolution for a romanticism girded
by deep social conservatism. The Making and Unmaking of a Revolutionary Family reveals the complex
process by which the world of Washington and Jefferson evolved into the antebellum society of Edmund
Ruffin and Thomas Dew.
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From reader reviews:

Maria Clyburn:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with
their family, or their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach,
or picnic inside park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Would you like to something
different to fill your current free time/ holiday? Might be reading a book is usually option to fill your free of
charge time/ holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you
want to try look for book, may be the book untitled The Making and Unmaking of a Revolutionary Family:
The Tuckers of Virginia, 1752-1830 (Jeffersonian America) can be fine book to read. May be it is usually
best activity to you.

Patricia Howland:

The book The Making and Unmaking of a Revolutionary Family: The Tuckers of Virginia, 1752-1830
(Jeffersonian America) has a lot info on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book
was authored by the very famous author. The writer makes some research previous to write this book. This
kind of book very easy to read you can obtain the point easily after reading this article book.

Juanita Bey:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always aim to and must have the extra time or they will get lots
of stress from both daily life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity have you got
when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will unlimited right. Then do you ever
try this one, reading guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the particular book
you have read is definitely The Making and Unmaking of a Revolutionary Family: The Tuckers of Virginia,
1752-1830 (Jeffersonian America).

Jaime Friend:

Reading a book for being new life style in this yr; every people loves to go through a book. When you study
a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read guides, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information on it. The information that you will get depend on what kinds of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you act like
you want to entertain yourself you can read a fiction books, these us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
The Making and Unmaking of a Revolutionary Family: The Tuckers of Virginia, 1752-1830 (Jeffersonian
America) will give you a new experience in reading through a book.
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