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The Vikings provides a concise but comprehensive introduction to the complex world of the early medieval
Scandinavians. In the space of less than 300 years from the late eighth to the late eleventh centuries CE,
people from what are now Norway, Sweden and Denmark left their homelands in unprecedented numbers to
travel across the then-known world. Over the last half-century archaeology and its related disciplines have
radically altered our understanding of this period, and beyond the stereotypical Viking raider we can now
perceive a cosmopolitan mix of traders and warriors, craftsworkers and poets, explorers and colonists. Over
the course of the Viking Age, their small-scale rural, tribal societies gradually became urbanised monarchies
firmly emplaced on the stage of literate, Christian Europe. In the process they transformed the cultures of the
North, created the modern Nordic nation states and left a far-flung diaspora with legacies that still resonate
today.

This volume explores the society and economy, identity and world-views of the Scandinavian peoples, and
their unique religious beliefs that are still of enduring interest a millennium later. The Viking expansion is
discussed in detail, including analyses of its origin and consequences for a vast area stretching from the
Asian steppe to North America, culminating in the long-term reshaping of Scandinavia itself. Written by one
of the leading experts in the period, this book presents students with an unrivalled guide through this widely
studied and fascinating subject, revealing the Vikings as a sophisticated civilisation of fundamental
importance for the later course of European history.
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From reader reviews:

Allan Kean:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive currently, people
have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place and notice by
surrounding. One thing that occasionally many people have underestimated that for a while is reading. Sure,
by reading a publication your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is high. For
you who want to start reading any book, we give you that The Vikings (Peoples of the Ancient World) book
as basic and daily reading guide. Why, because this book is usually more than just a book.

Theodore Huff:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not demand people to be aware of each data they get. How many people to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the solution is reading a book. Studying a book
can help persons out of this uncertainty Information especially this The Vikings (Peoples of the Ancient
World) book because book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the info in this book
hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you may already know.

Joshua Yoshida:

The particular book The Vikings (Peoples of the Ancient World) will bring you to the new experience of
reading the book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. If you try to find new book to see, this
book very acceptable to you. The book The Vikings (Peoples of the Ancient World) is much recommended
to you to see. You can also get the e-book in the official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

George Chadwick:

A number of people said that they feel weary when they reading a guide. They are directly felt it when they
get a half areas of the book. You can choose often the book The Vikings (Peoples of the Ancient World) to
make your own reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading expertise is developing when you just
like reading. Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy to learn it and mingle the opinion about
book and studying especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and study it. Beside
that the book The Vikings (Peoples of the Ancient World) can to be your brand-new friend when you're
really feel alone and confuse in doing what must you're doing of these time.
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