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An Epistemology of the Concrete brings together case studies and theoretical reflections on the history and
epistemology of the life sciences by Hans-Jörg Rheinberger, one of the world’s foremost philosophers of
science. In these essays, he examines the history of experiments, concepts, model organisms, instruments,
and the gamut of epistemological, institutional, political, and social factors that determine the actual course
of the development of knowledge. Building on ideas from his influential book Toward a History of Epistemic
Things, Rheinberger first considers ways of historicizing scientific knowledge, and then explores different
configurations of genetic experimentation in the first half of the twentieth century and the interaction
between apparatuses, experiments, and concept formation in molecular biology in the second half of the
twentieth century. He delves into fundamental epistemological issues bearing on the relationship between
instruments and objects of knowledge, laboratory preparations as a special class of epistemic objects, and the
note-taking and write-up techniques used in research labs. He takes up topics ranging from the French
“historical epistemologists” Gaston Bachelard and Georges Canguilhem to the liquid scintillation counter, a
radioactivity measuring device that became a crucial tool for molecular biology and biomedicine in the
1960s and 1970s. Throughout An Epistemology of the Concrete, Rheinberger shows how
assemblages—historical conjunctures—set the conditions for the emergence of epistemic novelty, and he
conveys the fascination of scientific things: those organisms, spaces, apparatuses, and techniques that are
transformed by research and that transform research in turn.
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From reader reviews:

Doris Geer:

The book An Epistemology of the Concrete: Twentieth-Century Histories of Life (Experimental Futures:
Technological Lives, Scientific Arts, Anthropological Voices (Paperback)) has a lot info on it. So when you
check out this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was published by the very famous author. The
writer makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you may get the
point easily after looking over this book.

Samuel Lester:

Reading a book to get new life style in this 12 months; every people loves to examine a book. When you go
through a book you can get a great deal of benefit. When you read ebooks, you can improve your knowledge,
since book has a lot of information upon it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book
that you have read. If you need to get information about your study, you can read education books, but if you
act like you want to entertain yourself read a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, as well as soon.
The An Epistemology of the Concrete: Twentieth-Century Histories of Life (Experimental Futures:
Technological Lives, Scientific Arts, Anthropological Voices (Paperback)) provide you with a new
experience in looking at a book.

Peggy Young:

Don't be worry when you are afraid that this book will filled the space in your house, you might have it in e-
book approach, more simple and reachable. This specific An Epistemology of the Concrete: Twentieth-
Century Histories of Life (Experimental Futures: Technological Lives, Scientific Arts, Anthropological
Voices (Paperback)) can give you a lot of good friends because by you checking out this one book you have
factor that they don't and make you actually more like an interesting person. This book can be one of a step
for you to get success. This e-book offer you information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing
more than some other make you to be great people. So , why hesitate? Let's have An Epistemology of the
Concrete: Twentieth-Century Histories of Life (Experimental Futures: Technological Lives, Scientific Arts,
Anthropological Voices (Paperback)).

Jessica Palmer:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This kind of book An Epistemology of the Concrete: Twentieth-
Century Histories of Life (Experimental Futures: Technological Lives, Scientific Arts, Anthropological
Voices (Paperback)) was bright colored and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book An
Epistemology of the Concrete: Twentieth-Century Histories of Life (Experimental Futures: Technological
Lives, Scientific Arts, Anthropological Voices (Paperback)) has many kinds or type. Start from kids until
young adults. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the



character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy,
fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading in which.
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