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Recent years have seen a surge of interest in Japanese feminism and gender history. This new volume brings
to light Japan's feminist public sphere, a discursive space in which academic, journalistic, and political
voices have long met and sparred over issues that remain controversial to the present day: prostitution,
pornography, reproductive rights, the balance between motherhood and paid work, relationships between
individual, family, and state. Japanese Feminist Debates: A Century of Contention on Sex, Love, and Labor
contributes to this discussion in a number of unique ways.

The book is organized around intellectually and politically charged debates, including important recent
developments in state feminism and the conservative backlash against it, spearheaded by the current prime
minister, Abe Shinz?. Focusing on essential questions that have yet to be resolved, Ayako Kano traces the
emergence and development of these controversies in relation to social, cultural, intellectual, and political
history. Her focus on the " rondan"—the Japanese intellectual public sphere—allows her to show how
disputes taking place therein interacted with both popular culture and policy making. Kano argues that these
feminist debates explain an important paradox: why Japan is such a highly developed modern nation yet
ranks dismally low in gender equality. Part of the answer lies in the contested definitions of gender equality
and women's liberation, and this book traces these contentions over the course of modern Japanese history. It
also situates these debates in relation to modern Japanese social policy and comparative discussions about
welfare regimes.

By covering an entire century, Japanese Feminist Debates is able to trace the origins and development of
feminist consciousness from the late nineteenth century to the present day. Based on over a decade of
research, this wide-ranging, lively, up-to-date book will both spark discussion among specialists grappling
with long-enduring subjects of intellectual debate and animate undergraduate and graduate classrooms on
modern Japanese women's history and gender studies.
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From reader reviews:

Judith Joiner:

Now a day people that Living in the era just where everything reachable by match the internet and the
resources included can be true or not require people to be aware of each details they get. How individuals to
be smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the answer then is reading a book. Studying a
book can help folks out of this uncertainty Information especially this Japanese Feminist Debates: A Century
of Contention on Sex, Love, and Labor book because this book offers you rich data and knowledge. Of
course the information in this book hundred percent guarantees there is no doubt in it as you know.

Robert Robertson:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also work as a life style. This reading
behavior give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the actual
information inside the book this improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on
what kind of reserve you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with education books but if you
want feel happy read one together with theme for entertaining including comic or novel. The actual Japanese
Feminist Debates: A Century of Contention on Sex, Love, and Labor is kind of e-book which is giving the
reader unstable experience.

Carlton Solley:

The publication with title Japanese Feminist Debates: A Century of Contention on Sex, Love, and Labor has
a lot of information that you can find out it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This specific
book exist new know-how the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the world
today. That is important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. This specific book will
bring you inside new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on your own smart phone, so you
can read that anywhere you want.

Edward Cooley:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled Japanese Feminist Debates: A Century of Contention on Sex, Love, and Labor your thoughts will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every single aspect that maybe mysterious for but surely
will become your mind friends. Imaging every word written in a publication then become one type
conclusion and explanation that will maybe you never get ahead of. The Japanese Feminist Debates: A
Century of Contention on Sex, Love, and Labor giving you yet another experience more than blown away
your head but also giving you useful details for your better life on this era. So now let us demonstrate the
relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like
winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?
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