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Paul Thek occupied a place between high art and low art, between the epic and the everyday. During his
brief life (1933-1988), he went against the grain of art world trends, humanizing the institutional spaces of
art with the force of his humor, spirituality, and character. Twenty years after Thek's death from AIDS, we
can now recognize his influence on contemporary artists ranging from Vito Acconci and Bruce Nauman to
Matthew Barney, Mike Kelley, and Paul McCarthy, aswell as Kai Althoff, Jonathan Meese, and Thomas
Hirschhorn. This book brings together more than 300 of Thek's works--many of which are published here for
the first time--to offer the most comprehensive display of hiswork yet seen. The book, which accompanies
an exhibition at ZKM ? Museum of Contemporary Art presenting Thek's work in dialogue with
contemporary art by young artists, includes painting, sculpture, drawing, and installation work, aswell as
photographs documenting the room-size environments into which Thek incorporated elements from art,
literature, theater, and religion. These works chart Thek's journey from legendary outsider to foundational
figure in contemporary art. In their antiheroic diversity, Thek's works embody the art revolution of the
1960s; indeed, Susan Sontag dedicated her classic Against Interpretation to him. Thek's treatment of the
body in such works as "Technological Reliquaries," with their castings and replicas of human body parts,
tissue, and bones, both evoke the aura of Christian relics and anticipate the work of Damien Hirst. The book,
with more than 500 images (300 in color) and nineteen essays by art historians, curators, collectors, and
artists, investigates Thek's work on its own terms, and as a starting point for understanding the work of the
many younger artists Thek has influenced.Essays byJean-Christophe Ammann, Margrit Brehm, Bazon
Brock, Suzanne Delehanty, Harald Falckenberg, Marietta Franke, Stefan Germer, Kim Gordon, Roland
Groenenboom, Axel Heil, Gregor Jansen, Mike Kelley, John Miller, Susanne Neubauer, Kenny Schachter,
Harald Szeemann, Annette Tietenberg, Peter Weibel, Ann Wilson
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From reader reviews:
Mary Andrade:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also work as alife style. This
reading behavior give you lot of advantages. The advantages you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book in which improve your knowledge and information. The data you get based on
what kind of publication you read, if you want get more knowledge just go with schooling books but if you
want really feel happy read one with theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Paul
Thek: Artist's Artist iskind of book which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Robert Armistead:

Reading a book can be one of alot of task that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are alot of reasons why people loveit. First reading a guide will give you alot of new
info. When you read a guide you will get new information simply because book is one of many waysto share
the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you looking at a book especidly fictional works book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the
story how the characters do it anything. Third, you could share your knowledge to some others. When you
read this Paul Thek: Artist's Artist, you can tells your family, friends and also soon about yours book. Y our
knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a book.

Kay Davidson:

People livein this new day of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get large
amount of stress from both everyday life and work. So , whenever we ask do people have extratime, we will
say absolutely without a doubt. People is human not just arobot. Then we inquire again, what kind of
activity have you got when the spare time coming to you of course your answer can unlimited right. Then do
you ever try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your aternative with spending your spare time, the book you
have read will be Paul Thek: Artist's Artist.

Jamie Wallace:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt if you find yourself in the book store?
Attempt to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't judge book by its include may
doesn't work is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic asin the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer might be Paul Thek: Artist's Artist why because the wonderful cover
that make you consider with regards to the content will not disappoint anyone. The inside or content will be
fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Y our reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick up this
book.
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