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The hereditary monarchy of the Wangchuk dynasty was established in 1907 in the independent Himalayan
state of Bhutan, thus introducing one of the world's most recent experiments in kingship. The new order
quickly replaced a theocracy founded in the seventeenth century by the first of the "Dharma Rajas", a lineage
of reincarnating lamas known by the title of Shabdrung. The first king of the new dynasty, Ugyen Wangchuk
(1862-1926), was a charismatic figure who came to power against a turbulent background of incessant and
complex feuding. He adopted as the unique symbol of his authority a crown surmounted by the head of a
raven. The bird represents a form of Mahakala, Bhutan's guardian deity. The prototype of the founding
monarch's Raven Crown had first been devised as a battle helmet for his father, Jigme Namgyel (1825-81).
Known as the Black Regent, he had worn it in bloody struggles against his many rivals within the country
and against the British who tried, unsuccessfully, to subdue him. The story of the Wangchuk dynasty's rise
and triumph moves from a picture of turmoil and chaos to one of relative peace and stability. In contrast with
earlier published ac- counts based solely on the colonial records of British India, here the narrative is
founded on the Bhutanese chronicles which offer a new perspective and bring many new details to light. The
ethnic and historical context is outlined before recounting the turbulent career of the Black Regent, followed
by the lives and achievements of the first two kings. The book is copiously illustrated with rare historical
photographs that have come to light in private and public collections in the United Kingdom. Most of these
vivid images have never previously been published. They provide a lively depth and focus to the unfolding
narrative.
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From reader reviews:

Patrick Duenas:

What do you think of book? It is just for students since they're still students or the item for all people in the
world, what the best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that question above. Every person
has different personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something that
they don't desire do that. You must know how great as well as important the book The Raven Crown: The
Origins of Buddhist Monarchy in Bhutan. All type of book can you see on many solutions. You can look for
the internet resources or other social media.

Lawrence Hurst:

The book untitled The Raven Crown: The Origins of Buddhist Monarchy in Bhutan contain a lot of
information on the item. The writer explains the girl idea with easy means. The language is very clear to see
all the people, so do not necessarily worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was published by famous
author. The author gives you in the new age of literary works. It is possible to read this book because you can
keep reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want
to buy the e-book, you can available their official web-site along with order it. Have a nice learn.

Melissa Gusman:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by world wide web on social media. You can
choose the most beneficial book for you, science, witty, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is
known as of book The Raven Crown: The Origins of Buddhist Monarchy in Bhutan. You can include your
knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you
actually happier to read. It is most important that, you must aware about guide. It can bring you from one
destination to other place.

Wanda Pence:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got pupils? We believe that that query was
given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. Therefore you know
that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You have to know that reading is very
important as well as book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to increase you knowledge, except
your personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update concerning something by book. Many kinds
of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims The Raven Crown: The
Origins of Buddhist Monarchy in Bhutan.
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