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Originally published in 1556, Agricola's De ReM etallica was the first book on mining to be based on field
research and observation — what today would be called the "scientific approach." It was therefore the first
book to offer detailed technical drawings to illustrate the various specialized techniques of the many
branches of mining, and the first to provide a realistic history of mining from antiquity to the mid-sixteenth
century. For almost 200 years, Agricola remained the only authoritative work in this area and by modern
times it had become one of the most highly respected scientific classics of all time. A book more often
referred to in literature on mining and metallurgy than any other, its Latin text prevented it from being as
widely used as it might have been.
In 1912, the book was translated by former President Herbert Clark Hoover and his wife. Printed in a limited
edition, the work was quickly bought up by book collectors, historians, and medievalists, who had found that
there was much to be learned from its pages. The book contains an unprecedented wealth of material on
alluvial mining, alchemy, silver refining, smelting, surveying, timbering, nitric acid making, and hundreds of
other phases of the medieval art of metallurgy. The text even covers the legal aspects of mining the use of
boundary stones, forfeitures of titles, safety requirements of tunnel building in the 1500s, and so on.
But the plates, perhaps more than anything else, have insured Agricola's continued importance. Brilliantly
executed drawings, richly detailed, reveal a whole medieval world of machinery, industrial technique, tools,
even costume and architecture. All 289 of the original woodcuts are reproduced in this reprint of the 1912
edition, offering students of the period, commercial artists, engineers, metallurgists, and even curious general
readers an unforgettable picture of the first age of technology.
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From reader reviews:

William Gilbert:

Here thing why this De Re Metallica (Dover Earth Science) are different and dependable to be yours. First of
all reading a book is good nonetheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as
delicious as food or not. De Re Metallica (Dover Earth Science) giving you information deeper including
different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no publication that similar with De Re
Metallica (Dover Earth Science). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your personal eyes about the
thing that happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. It is easy to bring
everywhere like in area, café, or even in your approach home by train. In case you are having difficulties in
bringing the branded book maybe the form of De Re Metallica (Dover Earth Science) in e-book can be your
option.

Dwayne Moseley:

In this particular era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
precious than other. Do you want to become one of it? It is just simple method to have that. What you need
to do is just spending your time almost no but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On the list of
books in the top record in your reading list is definitely De Re Metallica (Dover Earth Science). This book
that is certainly qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in getting precious person. By looking
upward and review this book you can get many advantages.

Donald Benson:

A lot of publication has printed but it is unique. You can get it by internet on social media. You can choose
the top book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever by searching from it. It is known as of book De
Re Metallica (Dover Earth Science). You can contribute your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the
printed book, it may add your knowledge and make you happier to read. It is most crucial that, you must
aware about guide. It can bring you from one destination to other place.

Steven Evans:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got learners? We believe that that query
was given by teacher on their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you know
that little person just like reading or as examining become their hobby. You need to know that reading is
very important in addition to book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to incorporate you knowledge,
except your current teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book. Amount
types of books that can you decide to try be your object. One of them are these claims De Re Metallica
(Dover Earth Science).
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