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To receive a royal pardon in sixteenth-century France for certain kinds of homicide—unpremeditated,
unintended, in self-defense, or otherwise excusable—a supplicant had to tell the king a story. These stories
took the form of letters of remission, documents narrated to royal notaries by admitted offenders who, in
effect, stated their case for pardon to the king. Thousands of such stories are found in French archives,
providing precious evidence of the narrative skills and interpretive schemes of peasants and artisans as well
as the well-born.

This book, by one of the most acclaimed historians of our time, is a pioneering effort to us the tools of
literary analysis to interpret archival texts: to show how people from different stations in life shaped the
events of a crime into a story, and to compare their stories with those told by Renaissance authors not
intended to judge the truth or falsity of the pardon narratives, but rather to refer to the techniques for crafting
stories.

A number of fascinating crime stories, often possessing Rabelaisian humor, are told in the course of the
book, which consists of three long chapters. These chapters explore the French law of homicide, depictions
of "hot anger" and self-defense, and the distinctive characteristics of women's stories of bloodshed.

The book is illustrated with seven contemporary woodcuts and a facsimile of a letter of remission, with
appendixes providing several other original documents. This volume is based on the Harry Camp Memorial
Lectures given at Stanford University in 1986.
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From reader reviews:

Jorge Eaton:

The publication with title Fiction in the Archives: Pardon Tales and Their Tellers in Sixteenth-Century
France has lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This
particular book exist new know-how the information that exist in this book represented the condition of the
world currently. That is important to yo7u to understand how the improvement of the world. This specific
book will bring you throughout new era of the internationalization. You can read the e-book on your smart
phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Fernando Minaya:

Precisely why? Because this Fiction in the Archives: Pardon Tales and Their Tellers in Sixteenth-Century
France is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap it but latter it will zap you
with the secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who have write the book in such
amazing way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the
meaning totally. So , it is good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret
it. This amazing book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book get such as help improving your
talent and your critical thinking approach. So , still want to delay having that book? If I were you I will go to
the publication store hurriedly.

Manuel Porter:

Many people spending their time by playing outside using friends, fun activity together with family or just
watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by reading a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It alright you
can have the e-book, taking everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Fiction in the Archives: Pardon
Tales and Their Tellers in Sixteenth-Century France which is keeping the e-book version. So , why not try
out this book? Let's view.

Cynthia Olson:

Guide is one of source of understanding. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
also native or citizen have to have book to know the up-date information of year for you to year. As we know
those guides have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world.
With the book Fiction in the Archives: Pardon Tales and Their Tellers in Sixteenth-Century France we can
acquire more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? For being creative person must like to read a
book. Just simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your
life with that book Fiction in the Archives: Pardon Tales and Their Tellers in Sixteenth-Century France. You
can more attractive than now.
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