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Although 'grassroots' conjures up images of independent citizen organizing, much mass participation today is
sponsored by elite consultants working for corporations and powerful interest groups. This book pulls back
the curtain to reveal a lucrative industry of consulting firms that incentivize public activism as a marketable
service. Edward Walker illustrates how, spurred by the post-sixties advocacy explosion and rising business
political engagement, elite consultants have deployed new technologies to commercialize mass participation.
Using evidence from interviews, surveys and public records, Grassroots for Hire paints a detailed portrait of
these consultants and their clients. Today, Fortune 500 firms hire them to counter-mobilize against
regulation, protest or controversy. Ironically, some advocacy groups now outsource organizing to them.
Walker also finds that consultants are reshaping both participation and policymaking, but unethical 'astroturf'
strategies are often ineffective. This pathbreaking book calls for a rethinking of interactions between
corporations, advocacy groups, and elites in politics.
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From reader reviews:

Chester Walters:

The book Grassroots for Hire: Public Affairs Consultants in American Democracy (Business and Public
Policy) can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave
the good thing like a book Grassroots for Hire: Public Affairs Consultants in American Democracy (Business
and Public Policy)? A number of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim in which book
can give many data for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer together with your book.
Knowledge or data that you take for that, you could give for each other; you could share all of these. Book
Grassroots for Hire: Public Affairs Consultants in American Democracy (Business and Public Policy) has
simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by
available and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Megan Fairbanks:

Do you one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold on guys
this kind of aren't like that. This Grassroots for Hire: Public Affairs Consultants in American Democracy
(Business and Public Policy) book is readable through you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the
data here are arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that
want to supply to you. The writer regarding Grassroots for Hire: Public Affairs Consultants in American
Democracy (Business and Public Policy) content conveys objective easily to understand by many people.
The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different such as it. So , do you nevertheless
thinking Grassroots for Hire: Public Affairs Consultants in American Democracy (Business and Public
Policy) is not loveable to be your top collection reading book?

William Holt:

Exactly why? Because this Grassroots for Hire: Public Affairs Consultants in American Democracy
(Business and Public Policy) is an unordinary book that the inside of the reserve waiting for you to snap the
item but latter it will distress you with the secret that inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author
who have write the book in such incredible way makes the content on the inside easier to understand,
entertaining means but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having
this anymore or you going to regret it. This book will give you a lot of advantages than the other book
include such as help improving your ability and your critical thinking way. So , still want to postpone having
that book? If I were being you I will go to the guide store hurriedly.

William Kavanaugh:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by watching television programs or just
resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Grassroots for Hire: Public Affairs Consultants in
American Democracy (Business and Public Policy) can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you



know. You are so out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek
activity. So what these books have than the others?
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