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William Desmond, taking issue with typical assessments of the ancient Cynics, contends that figures such as
Antisthenes and Diogenes were not cultural outcasts or marginal voices in the classical culture of the fifth
and fourth centuries B.C. Rather, the Cynic movement had deep and significant roots in what Desmond calls
"the Greek praise of poverty." Desmond demonstrates that classical attitudes toward wealth were complex
and ambivalent, and allowed for an implicit praise of poverty and the virtues it could inspire. From an
economic and political point of view, the poor majority at Athens and elsewhere were natural democrats who
distrusted great concentrations of wealth as potentially oligarchical or tyrannical. Hence, the poor could be
praised in contemporary literature for their industry, honesty, frugality, and temperance. The rich, on the
other hand, were often criticized as idle, unjust, arrogant, and profligate. These perspectives were reinforced
by typical Greek experiences of war, and the belief that poverty fostered the virtues of courage and
endurance. Finally, from an early date, Greek philosophers associated wisdom with the transcendence of
sense experience and of such worldly values as wealth and honor. The Cynics, Desmond asserts, assimilated
all of these ideas in creating their distinctive and radical brand of asceticism. Theirs was a startling and
paradoxical outlook, but it had broad appeal and would pe
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From reader reviews:

Margaret Chambers:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book particularly book
entitled The Greek Praise of Poverty: Origins of Ancient Cynicism your mind will drift away trough every
dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unfamiliar for but surely might be your mind friends.
Imaging each and every word written in a reserve then become one application form conclusion and
explanation that maybe you never get previous to. The The Greek Praise of Poverty: Origins of Ancient
Cynicism giving you yet another experience more than blown away your head but also giving you useful info
for your better life in this era. So now let us demonstrate the relaxing pattern here is your body and mind is
going to be pleased when you are finished reading through it, like winning a game. Do you want to try this
extraordinary shelling out spare time activity?

John Starr:

The book untitled The Greek Praise of Poverty: Origins of Ancient Cynicism contain a lot of information on
the item. The writer explains the woman idea with easy approach. The language is very simple to implement
all the people, so do not really worry, you can easy to read the item. The book was written by famous author.
The author gives you in the new period of time of literary works. You can easily read this book because you
can please read on your smart phone, or product, so you can read the book in anywhere and anytime. In a
situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can start their official web-site and also order it. Have a nice
read.

Jeff Weaver:

Many people spending their time period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity with family or
just watching TV the entire day. You can have new activity to pay your whole day by studying a book. Ugh,
ya think reading a book will surely hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It all right you can
have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Mobile phone. Like The Greek Praise of Poverty:
Origins of Ancient Cynicism which is keeping the e-book version. So , try out this book? Let's notice.

Bradley Printz:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book The Greek Praise of Poverty: Origins of Ancient
Cynicism was colorful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book The Greek Praise of
Poverty: Origins of Ancient Cynicism has many kinds or style. Start from kids until youngsters. For example
Naruto or Investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of
book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best
book for yourself and try to like reading in which.
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