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Never before published, the theological thesis of St. Raphael Hawaweeny (1860–1915) is a fascinating work
that shows the intersection of Roman Catholicism, Protestantism, and Eastern Orthodoxy in the late
nineteenth century. Canonized by the Orthodox Church in 2000, St. Raphael was the first Orthodox bishop
consecrated in the western hemisphere. His thesis reflects the life of the Orthodox community under
Ottoman rule and is an apologia for Orthodox tradition, acting as a response to arguments advanced by
Roman Catholic and Protestant missionaries in the Middle East.

Patrick Viscuso’s introduction explains the complex historical and theological forces at work in St.
Raphael’s world. Since the sixteenth century, the Roman Catholic Church had launched major
proselytization efforts toward Orthodox Christians in the Ottoman Empire, with the support of the great
Western powers. In the late nineteenth century, the United States dominated Protestant efforts in the region.
The powerful language in St. Raphael’s thesis and his refutation of Roman Catholic and Protestant positions
reflect an active dialogue with Western Christianity.

The thesis, dated May 1, 1886 was written as part of the requirements for graduation from the Theological
School of the Great Church of Christ, an institution of the Ecumenical Patriarchate located on the island of
Halki in the Sea of Marmara, near present-day Istanbul. Patrick Viscuso’s translation is based on his
transcription of the handwritten Greek text. Viscuso provides this transcription, along with translations of the
1874 Regulations of the Theological School and a contemporary account of life at the school. This important
volume will appeal to historians of the Ottoman Empire and Christianity, specialists interested in religious
pluralism in America, and general readers interested in religion and Christian dialogue.
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From reader reviews:

Lee Durfee:

Within other case, little individuals like to read book The True Significance of Sacred Tradition and Its Great
Worth, by St. Raphael M. Hawaweeny: A Nineteenth-Century Orthodox Response to Roman Catholic and
Protestant Missionaries in the East. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long
as we know about how is important the book The True Significance of Sacred Tradition and Its Great Worth,
by St. Raphael M. Hawaweeny: A Nineteenth-Century Orthodox Response to Roman Catholic and Protestant
Missionaries in the East. You can add know-how and of course you can around the world by the book.
Absolutely right, because from book you can understand everything! From your country till foreign or
abroad you can be known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, we
could open a book or even searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You should use it when you feel
uninterested to go to the library. Let's learn.

Jane Garner:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic in
the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book may be option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing you ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to try look for
book, may be the guide untitled The True Significance of Sacred Tradition and Its Great Worth, by St.
Raphael M. Hawaweeny: A Nineteenth-Century Orthodox Response to Roman Catholic and Protestant
Missionaries in the East can be fine book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Marie Brenneman:

The reason? Because this The True Significance of Sacred Tradition and Its Great Worth, by St. Raphael M.
Hawaweeny: A Nineteenth-Century Orthodox Response to Roman Catholic and Protestant Missionaries in
the East is an unordinary book that the inside of the publication waiting for you to snap the item but latter it
will jolt you with the secret this inside. Reading this book beside it was fantastic author who also write the
book in such amazing way makes the content within easier to understand, entertaining method but still
convey the meaning fully. So , it is good for you for not hesitating having this ever again or you going to
regret it. This unique book will give you a lot of positive aspects than the other book have such as help
improving your proficiency and your critical thinking method. So , still want to delay having that book? If I
had been you I will go to the publication store hurriedly.

Helen Price:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity along with family



or just watching TV all day every day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by reading a
book. Ugh, you think reading a book can really hard because you have to take the book everywhere? It ok
you can have the e-book, getting everywhere you want in your Touch screen phone. Like The True
Significance of Sacred Tradition and Its Great Worth, by St. Raphael M. Hawaweeny: A Nineteenth-Century
Orthodox Response to Roman Catholic and Protestant Missionaries in the East which is having the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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